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Department of Interior's Call for Identification of Rules for Repeal, 
Modification, or Replacement 
  
The Department of the Interior (the Department) last week issued a Federal Register notice calling on the public to 
identify regulations for repeal, replacement, or modification. The Department’s action is part of President Trump’s 
regulatory reform agenda, as embodied in Executive Order 13777, “Enforcing the Regulatory Reform Agenda,” which 
outlines the new administration’s goal of alleviating unnecessary regulatory burdens. 
 
Unlike a similar Federal Register notice issued by the Environmental Protection Agency in April, the Department’s notice 
has no deadline by which comments must be submitted. But the old adage, “The early bird gets the worm,” seems 
particularly apt here, in light of the president’s ambitious regulatory goals and the brisk pace envisioned in and frequent 
reporting required by E.O. 13777. 
 
The Department of the Interior protects and manages the nation's natural resources and cultural heritage; provides 
scientific and other information about those resources; and implements the United States’ trust responsibilities or special 
commitments to American Indians, Alaska Natives, and affiliated island communities.  This work is carried out by nine 
technical bureaus, including the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Bureau of Land Management, the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management, the Bureau of Reclamation, the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement, the National Park 
Service, the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the U.S. 
Geological Survey, as well as by various Interior offices such as the National Invasive Species Council and Strategic 
Sciences Group.  The Department administers a broad range of federal statutes, including for example, the Endangered 
Species Act, under which it reviews the potential impacts of federal actions on threatened or endangered species and 
their habitats.  The Department is the steward and manager of America's natural resources including oil, gas, coal, 
hydropower, and renewable energy sources on both onshore and offshore bases.  
 
Given the Department of Interior’s wide reach, any stakeholder should consider taking this opportunity to consult with 
counsel and submit comments in order to influence the Department’s regulations.  
 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2017-06-22/pdf/2017-13062.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/02/24/presidential-executive-order-enforcing-regulatory-reform-agenda
http://www.gtlaw-environmentalandenergy.com/2017/05/articles/epa/the-epas-call-for-identification-of-rules-to-be-changed-results-in-a-majority-of-comments-in-support-of-epa-regulation/
http://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=/G1GTPto3VVLC30eSRpSUrtJmQkbeeM+&rh=ff002029671e2f4f9bbe64e7294b80755d11019d
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About Greenberg Traurig’s Environmental Practice 

Greenberg Traurig’s Environmental Practice assists clients with issues under the environmental and natural resource laws 
that affect their businesses. The firm’s environmental attorneys, some of whom previously worked at EPA headquarters, 
assist with securing permits and approvals; negotiate and close transactions; defend clients in enforcement actions; 
handle a broad range of environmental and toxic tort litigation; ensure the understanding and satisfaction of regulatory 
requirements; prepare for and respond to emergencies; craft approaches for legacy cleanup issues; and develop solutions 
for product regulation, market access, and environmental policy challenges. 

 
This GT Alert was prepared by Bernadette M. Rappold. Questions about this information can be directed to:  
 

> Bernadette M. Rappold | +1 202.331.3127 | rappoldb@gtlaw.com  
> Or your Greenberg Traurig attorney 
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This Greenberg Traurig Alert is issued for informational purposes only and is not intended to be construed or used as general legal advice nor as a 
solicitation of any type. Please contact the author(s) or your Greenberg Traurig contact if you have questions regarding the currency of this 
information. The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision. Before you decide, ask for written information about the lawyer's legal qualifications and 
experience. Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and Greenberg Traurig, P.A. ¬Greenberg Traurig’s Berlin 
office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Germany, an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ¯ Berlin - GT Restructuring is 
operated by Köhler-Ma Geiser Partnerschaft Rechtsanwälte, Insolvenzverwalter. *Operates as a separate UK registered legal entity. **Greenberg 
Traurig is not responsible for any legal or other services rendered by attorneys employed by the strategic alliance firms. +Greenberg Traurig's Mexico 
City office is operated by Greenberg Traurig, S.C., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ∞Operates as Greenberg Traurig 

 

http://www.gtlaw.com/Experience/Practices/Environmental
http://www.gtlaw.com/People/Bernadette-M-Rappold
mailto:rappoldb@gtlaw.com
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LLP Foreign Legal Consultant Office. ^Greenberg Traurig's Tel Aviv office is a branch of Greenberg Traurig, P.A., Florida, USA. ¤Greenberg Traurig 
Tokyo Law Offices are operated by GT Tokyo Horitsu Jimusho, an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ~Greenberg Traurig's 
Warsaw office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Grzesiak sp.k., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Certain partners in 
Greenberg Traurig Grzesiak sp.k. are also shareholders in Greenberg Traurig, P.A. Images in this advertisement do not depict Greenberg Traurig 
attorneys, clients, staff or facilities. No aspect of this advertisement has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey. ©2017 Greenberg 
Traurig, LLP. All rights reserved 

   

 


