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April 16, 2020 

Treasury Publishes Information for State and 

Local Governments to Receive CARES Act Title IV 

Coronavirus Relief Funding 

On April 13, 2020, the U.S. Department of the Treasury (Treasury) published instructions for state, tribal, 

and local governments to receive funding from the $150 billion Coronavirus Relief Fund established by 

the CARES Act, which was enacted March 27, 2020. The CARES Act requires Treasury to disburse the 

funds within 30 days after the enactment, by April 26, 2020.  

Application Requirements by Friday, April 17, 2020 

Eligible state, tribal and local governments must complete a Treasury form by 11:59 p.m. EDT on April 17, 

2020, in order to receive funding. View the form on the Treasury website. 

Eligible local and tribal governments must also complete certifications, available through the same link. 

The chief executive of an eligible local government must certify that he or she is authorized by the 

government to make the representations in the form and that the funds will be used for the permitted 

purposes detailed below. An authorized official of an eligible tribal government must certify data about 

the tribe, including its population and land base, as well as other information about the number of 

employees and expenditures of each such tribal government or tribally-owned entity of such tribal 

government.   

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/state-and-local-governments
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/state-and-local-governments
https://forms.treasury.gov/caresact/stateandlocal
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Eligibility and Allocation 

All states, territories and the District of Columbia are eligible for funding, allocated based on 2019 Census 

Bureau data. View the amounts allocated to each. Of the $150 billion, $3 billion is reserved for the 

territories and the District of Columbia.  

$8 billion is reserved for payments to tribal governments. Amounts paid to tribal governments will be 

determined by the Secretary of the Treasury in consultation with the Secretary of the Interior and Indian 

tribes using the information that the tribes will provide in their forms and certifications. Treasury will 

publish additional information on payments to tribes as it becomes available. 

A unit of local government eligible for receipt of direct payment includes a county, municipality, town, 

township, village, parish, borough, or other unit of general government below the state level with a 

population that exceeds 500,000. Eligible local governments must submit the certification required by the 

CARES Act to Treasury by the April 17, 2020 deadline in order to receive payment. See a list of the 171 

cities and counties that meet the population requirement.  

The amount disbursed to a state government will be reduced by any amounts disbursed to local 

governments within the state. The amounts disbursed to a county government will be reduced by any 

amounts disbursed to the governments of any cities within the county. For the purpose of counting 

populations, the population of a city within a county will be counted for both the city and the county, but 

if both the city and the county apply for funding, the funding to the county will be based on the population 

of the county that lives outside the city. 

Use of Funds 

The CARES Act requires the payments from the Coronavirus Relief Fund to be used only for expenses 

that: 

• are necessary expenditures incurred due to the COVID-19 public health emergency; 

• were not accounted for in the eligible government’s most recently approved budget as of the date of 

enactment of the CARES Act (March 27, 2020); and 

• were incurred between on March 1, 2020 and Dec. 30, 2020. 

The Inspector General of the Treasury will oversee the disbursement and use of funds. If a state, tribal or 

local government uses funds other than for the permitted purposes, the amount used improperly will be 

owed as a debt to the federal government. 

For more information and updates on the developing situation, visit GT’s Health Emergency 

Preparedness Task Force: Coronavirus Disease 2019 or GT’s COVID-19 Economic Stimulus Team. 

Authors 

This GT Alert was prepared by: 

• Lee Ann Anderson | +1 202.331.3128 | andersonle@gtlaw.com  

• Carl A. Fornaris | +1 305.579.0626 | fornarisc@gtlaw.com  

• Barbara A. Jones | +1 310.586.7773 | jonesb@gtlaw.com  

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Census-Data-and-Methodology-Final.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Eligible-Units.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Eligible-Units.pdf
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/general/covid19/coronavirus
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/general/covid19/coronavirus
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/general/covid19/covid-economic-stimulus-information
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/a/anderson-lee-ann
mailto:andersonle@gtlaw.com
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/f/fornaris-carl-a
mailto:fornarisc@gtlaw.com
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/j/jones-barbara-a
mailto:jonesb@gtlaw.com


 
 
 

© 2020 Greenberg Traurig, LLP  www.gtlaw.com | 3 

• Troy A. Eid | +1 303.572.6521 | eidt@gtlaw.com  

• Jennifer Weddle | +1 303.572.6565 | weddlej@gtlaw.com  

• Emily M. Wassermann | +1 305.579.0799 | wassermanne@gtlaw.com  

Albany. Amsterdam. Atlanta. Austin. Boca Raton. Boston. Chicago. Dallas. Delaware. Denver. Fort Lauderdale. Germany.¬ 

Houston. Las Vegas. London.* Los Angeles. Mexico City.+ Miami. Milan.» Minneapolis. Nashville. New Jersey. New York. 

Northern Virginia. Orange County. Orlando. Philadelphia. Phoenix. Sacramento. San Francisco. Seoul.∞ Shanghai. Silicon 

Valley. Tallahassee. Tampa. Tel Aviv.^ Tokyo.¤ Warsaw.~ Washington, D.C.. West Palm Beach. Westchester County. 

This Greenberg Traurig Alert is issued for informational purposes only and is not intended to be construed or used as general legal 
advice nor as a solicitation of any type. Please contact the author(s) or your Greenberg Traurig contact if you have questions regarding 
the currency of this information. The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision. Before you decide, ask for written information about 
the lawyer's legal qualifications and experience. Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and 
Greenberg Traurig, P.A. ¬Greenberg Traurig’s Berlin office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Germany, an affiliate of Greenberg 
Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. *Operates as a separate UK registered legal entity. +Greenberg Traurig's Mexico City office 
is operated by Greenberg Traurig, S.C., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. »Greenberg Traurig’s 
Milan office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Santa Maria, an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. 
∞Operates as Greenberg Traurig LLP Foreign Legal Consultant Office. ^Greenberg Traurig's Tel Aviv office is a branch of Greenberg 
Traurig, P.A., Florida, USA. ¤Greenberg Traurig Tokyo Law Offices are operated by GT Tokyo Horitsu Jimusho, an affiliate of 
Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ~Greenberg Traurig's Warsaw office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Grzesiak 
sp.k., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Certain partners in Greenberg Traurig Grzesiak sp.k. are 
also shareholders in Greenberg Traurig, P.A. Images in this advertisement do not depict Greenberg Traurig attorneys, clients, staff or 
facilities. No aspect of this advertisement has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey. ©2020 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. 
All rights reserved. 

https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/e/eid-troy-a
mailto:eidt@gtlaw.com
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/w/weddle-jennifer-h
mailto:weddlej@gtlaw.com
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/w/wassermann-emily-m
mailto:wassermanne@gtlaw.com

