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DOJ Announces Central America Anti-Corruption
Tip Line

On Oct. 15, 2021, the Department of Justice (DOJ) to help assist its
Anticorruption Task Force fight corruption in Central America, specifically in the Northern Triangle
countries of El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras. The Anticorruption Task Force was established
earlier in 2021 with a goal of combatting corruption, human smuggling, and trafficking in the Northern
Triangle and Mexico. Assistant Attorney General Kenneth A. Polite Jr. of the DOJ’s Criminal Division
said, “corruption and impunity in the region undermine democracy, fuel irregular migration, and pose a
threat to our national security because they sustain criminal organizations and transnational crime.”

This DOJ announcement signals that anti-corruption efforts: (1) remain a priority for the Biden

administration; (2) continue to focus on Central America; and (3) require the cooperation of multiple U.S.
governmental agencies.

Anti-Corruption Priority for Biden Administration

The Biden administration has made anti-corruption a priority. On June 3, 2021, President Biden issued a

(NSSM) that established fighting corruption as a “core national
security interest.” The NSSM directed several federal agencies, including the DOJ, to conduct an

interagency review and submit a report and recommendations within 200 days of the NSSM. The NSSM’s
stated goal is to “promote good governance; bring transparency to the United States and global financial
systems; prevent and combat corruption at home and abroad; and make it increasingly difficult for
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corrupt actors to shield their activities.” The subsequent establishment of the Anticorruption Task Force
and recent creation of a tip line reinforce the Biden administration’s commitment to fight corruption.

In June 2021, the DOJ created the Anticorruption Task Force to combat corruption in Central America.
The DOJ stated that it would “increase its focus on investigations, prosecutions, and asset recoveries
relating to corruption in Northern Triangle countries,” as well as ramp up enforcement efforts in Mexico.
That effort includes aiding enforcement agencies and prosecutors in the targeted countries to support in-
country prosecutions. These steps follow the FBI’s 2019 creation of a dedicated international corruption
squad based in the Miami Field Office, which is focused on the Latin America region.

The Biden administration’s efforts go well beyond just U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA)
enforcement and require interdisciplinary cooperation. The NSSM review involves over a dozen federal
departments and agencies, including the DOJ, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Central Intelligence Agency,
the Department of Homeland Security, and the U.S. Mission to the United Nations. Similarly, the
Anticorruption Task Force that the tip line will assist includes representatives from DOJ’s FCPA Unit, the
Money Laundering and Asset Recovery Section (MLARS), the Narcotic and Dangerous Drug Section
(\NDDS), and federal prosecutors from U.S. attorneys’ offices along the southwest border.
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