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UK Government General Licence Reduces Breadth of
Recent Sanctions-Related Legal Advisory Services Ban

On 11 August 2023, the UK Department for Business and Trade issued a General Licence authorising the
provision of legal advice in relation to sanctions imposed by any jurisdiction. As discussed in our June
2023 GT Alert, the UK Government banned the provision of legal advisory services to non-UK persons in
relation to certain financial or trade activity which would be prohibited under the UK Russian sanctions
regime if the activity were done by a UK person or were taking place in the United Kingdom.

The Government’s announcement comes after the legal community and the Law Society raised concerns
that the ban prevented UK lawyers from providing advice on whether a client’s proposed activity is
prohibited by sanctions from other jurisdictions if the activity is prevented by UK sanctions.

The General Licence authorises the provision of legal advisory services to any person:

1. Asto whether an act or proposed act complies with or could trigger punitive measures in relation
to restrictive measures, including sanctions and export and import controls on or concerning
Russia or the non-government-controlled Ukrainian territory, imposed by any jurisdiction;
and/or

2. Inrelation to, in compliance with, or addressing the risk of punitive measures in relation to (i)
restrictive measures, including sanctions and export and import controls on or concerning Russia
or the non-government-controlled Ukrainian territory, imposed by any jurisdiction; (ii) any laws
of Russia that have as their object or effect the frustration of any laws specified at (i) including
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sanctions and export and import controls or other restrictive measures imposed by Russia; (iii) or
any criminal law imposed by any jurisdiction; and /or

3. Inrelation to the discharge of or compliance with UK statutory or regulatory obligations.

Notably, the General License retains the provisions of Regulation 76 of the Russia (Sanctions) (EU Exit)
Regulations 2019 requiring the maintenance of a record or register containing a description of each act
done under the authority of the licence, including a description of the act and the service to which the act
relates. Within 30 days of using the General Licence, the person providing the legal advice must provide
details to the Secretary of State, via the SPIRE online system, of the name and address at which those
records are kept.

Takeaways

It remains prohibited for a UK person or a person within the UK to provide legal advisory services to non-
UK persons in relation to certain financial or trade activity which would, if the activity were done by a UK
person or were taking place in the UK, be in breach of the UK Russian sanctions regime. However,
provided the conditions in the General Licence are met, including the maintenance of records, it is not
prohibited to provide advice on whether or not a particular activity complies with the sanctions regime of
any jurisdiction. Thus, the General Licence allows access to legal advice in relation to sanctions
compliance, furthering the UK Government’s aims.

Authors
This GT Alert was prepared by:

e Annabel Thomas | +44 (0) 203.349.8700 | Annabel. Thomas@gtlaw.com
e Gavin Costelloe | +44 (0) 203.349.8700 | Gavin.Costelloe@gtlaw.com

e Bethany Histed | +44 (0) 203.349.8700 | Bethany.Histed @gtlaw.com

Albany. Amsterdam. Atlanta. Austin. Berlin.~ Boston. Charlotte. Chicago. Dallas. Delaware. Denver. Fort Lauderdale
Houston. Las Vegas. London.” Long Island. Los Angeles. Mexico City.* Miami. Milan.” Minneapolis. New Jersey. New York
Northern Virginia. Orange County. Orlando. Philadelphia. Phoenix. Portland. Sacramento. Salt Lake City. San Diego. San
Francisco. Seoul.* Shanghai. Silicon Valley. Singapore.” Tallahassee. Tampa. Tel Aviv." Tokyo.* Warsaw.~ Washington, D.C.
West Palm Beach. Westchester County

This Greenberg Traurig Alert is issued for informational purposes only and is not intended to be construed or used as general legal
advice nor as a solicitation of any type. Please contact the author(s) or your Greenberg Traurig contact if you have questions regarding
the currency of this information. The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision. Before you decide, ask for written information about
the lawyer's legal qualifications and experience. Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and
Greenberg Traurig, P.A. “Greenberg Traurig’s Berlin office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Germany, an affiliate of Greenberg
Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. *Operates as a separate UK registered legal entity. +Greenberg Traurig's Mexico City office
is operated by Greenberg Traurig, S.C., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. »Greenberg Traurig’s
Milan office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Santa Maria, an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP.
«QOperates as Greenberg Traurig LLP Foreign Legal Consultant Office. “Greenberg Traurig’s Singapore office is operated by
Greenberg Traurig Singapore LLP which is licensed as a foreign law practice in Singapore. *Greenberg Traurig's Tel Aviv office is a
branch of Greenberg Traurig, P.A., Florida, USA. ©Greenberg Traurig’s Tokyo Office is operated by GT Tokyo Horitsu Jimusho and
Greenberg Traurig Gaikokuhojimubengoshi Jimusho, affiliates of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ~Greenberg
Traurig's Warsaw office is operated by GREENBERG TRAURIG Nowakowska-Zimoch Wysokiriski sp.k., an affiliate of Greenberg
Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Certain partners in GREENBERG TRAURIG Nowakowska-Zimoch Wysokinski sp.k. are
also shareholders in Greenberg Traurig, P.A. Images in this advertisement do not depict Greenberg Traurig attorneys, clients, staff or
facilities. No aspect of this advertisement has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey. ©2023 Greenberg Traurig, LLP.
All rights reserved.

© 2023 Greenberg Traurig, LLP www.gtlaw.com | 2


https://www.spire.trade.gov.uk/spire/fox/espire/LOGIN/login
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/t/thomas-annabel
mailto:Annabel.Thomas@gtlaw.com
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/c/costelloe-gavin
mailto:Gavin.Costelloe@gtlaw.com
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/h/histed-bethany
mailto:Bethany.Histed@gtlaw.com

