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Q&A on California’s Updated ‘Pay-to-Play’ Rule 

Effective Jan. 1, 2023, California expanded its “pay-to-play” rules1 to include directly elected officials in 

addition to appointed members of boards and commissions running for elective office. 

The rule prohibits parties, participants, and their respective agents in a proceeding involving a license, 

permit, or other entitlement for use from contributing more than $250 to an officer of the agency during a 

12-month period. 

What is a proceeding for purposes of the prohibition? 

A proceeding includes all business, professional, trade, and land use licenses and permits and all other 

entitlements for use, including all entitlements for land use, all contracts (except competitive bids, labor, 

or personal employment), and all franchises. 

Who is a party, participant, or agent? 

A party is the one directly applying for a permit or license. A participant is not a party, but actively 

supports or opposes a particular decision in a proceeding and has a financial interest in that decision. An 

agent is someone who represents a party for compensation and appears before or communicates with the 

government agency for the purpose of influencing the proceeding. 

 
1 Government Code Section 84308 of the Political Reform Act (the Levine Act). 
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Who is an officer of an agency? 

An officer of an agency is an elected or appointed officer of an agency or any candidate for elected office in 

an agency. 

What if contributions of more than $250 were made over the past 12 months and I am 

involved in a proceeding? 

You must disclose the contribution. The timing of that disclosure depends on when in relation to the 

proceeding the contribution(s) occurred. If it was made prior to the proceeding, it is not a violation of the 

statute, but it must be disclosed. If it is made during the pending proceeding, it is in violation of Section 

84308 and it must be disclosed. 

What are the consequences for violating Section 84308? 

A violation may result in a civil action for a penalty of up to $5,000 per violation. A knowing or willful 

violation may be deemed a misdemeanor subject to a fine of up to the greater of $10,000 or three times 

the amount of the unlawful contribution. 

Author 

This GT Advisory was prepared by: 

• Rebecca J. Olson | +1 916.868.0621 | Rebecca.Olson@gtlaw.com  

Albany. Amsterdam. Atlanta. Austin. Berlin.¬ Boston. Charlotte. Chicago. Dallas. Delaware. Denver. Fort Lauderdale. 

Houston. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.« Las Vegas. London.* Long Island. Los Angeles. Mexico City.+ Miami. Milan.» 

Minneapolis. New Jersey. New York. Northern Virginia. Orange County. Orlando. Philadelphia. Phoenix. Portland. 

Sacramento. Salt Lake City. San Diego. San Francisco. Seoul.∞ Shanghai. Silicon Valley. Singapore.⁼ Tallahassee. Tampa. Tel 

Aviv.^ Tokyo.¤ United Arab Emirates.‹ Warsaw.~ Washington, D.C.. West Palm Beach. Westchester County. 

This Greenberg Traurig Advisory is issued for informational purposes only and is not intended to be construed or used as general 
legal advice nor as a solicitation of any type. Please contact the author(s) or your Greenberg Traurig contact if you have questions 
regarding the currency of this information. The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision. Before you decide, ask for written information 
about the lawyer's legal qualifications and experience. Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, 
LLP and Greenberg Traurig, P.A. ¬Greenberg Traurig’s Berlin office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Germany, an affiliate of 
Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. *Operates as a separate UK registered legal entity. «Greenberg Traurig 
operates in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia through Greenberg Traurig Khalid Al-Thebity Law Firm, a professional limited liability 
company, licensed to practice law by the Ministry of Justice. +Greenberg Traurig's Mexico City office is operated by Greenberg Traurig, 
S.C., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. »Greenberg Traurig’s Milan office is operated by Greenberg 
Traurig Santa Maria, an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ∞Operates as Greenberg Traurig LLP Foreign 
Legal Consultant Office. ⁼Greenberg Traurig’s Singapore office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Singapore LLP which is licensed as 
a foreign law practice in Singapore. ^Greenberg Traurig's Tel Aviv office is a branch of Greenberg Traurig, P.A., Florida, USA. 
¤Greenberg Traurig’s Tokyo Office is operated by GT Tokyo Horitsu Jimusho and Greenberg Traurig Gaikokuhojimubengoshi 
Jimusho, affiliates of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ‹Greenberg Traurig’s United Arab Emirates office is 
operated by Greenberg Traurig Limited. ~Greenberg Traurig's Warsaw office is operated by GREENBERG TRAURIG Nowakowska-
Zimoch Wysokiński sp.k., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Certain partners in GREENBERG 
TRAURIG Nowakowska-Zimoch Wysokiński sp.k. are also shareholders in Greenberg Traurig, P.A. Images in this advertisement do 
not depict Greenberg Traurig attorneys, clients, staff or facilities. No aspect of this advertisement has been approved by the Supreme 
Court of New Jersey. ©2024 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. All rights reserved. 

https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/o/olson-rebecca-j
mailto:Rebecca.Olson@gtlaw.com

