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Court of International Trade Orders IEEPA Tariffs 

to Be Refunded 

Go-To Guide 

• In CIT order, importers are entitled to refunds of IEEPA duties. 

• Refunds are to be issued for IEEPA duties paid on unliquidated and liquidated entries.  

• The timing of issuance of refunds is still unknown. 

 

On March 4, 2026, the Court of International Trade (CIT) ordered U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

(CBP) to refund duties paid pursuant to the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA). It is 

possible that the Department of Justice (DOJ) will issue a motion for a stay pending appeal of the 

decision. 

Pursuant to the order, CBP is to liquidate all unliquidated entries “without regard to IEEPA duties.” The 

CIT further ordered that CBP reliquidate any entries for which liquidation is not final “without regard for 

IEEPA duties.” In essence “without regard to” means that CBP must refund IEEPA duties paid to date.  

Note, however, the order references “unliquidated” and entries that have been liquidated, but “not final.” 

The CIT order clearly states that importers are entitled to IEEPA refunds whether or not they have filed 

an action in the CIT. Refunds will be issued to the importer of record. 

https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.cit.19346/gov.uscourts.cit.19346.21.0.pdf
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In accordance with 19 USC 1504 and 1505, duties are paid at entry; shipments are then liquidated within 

one year from date of entry. Pursuant to 19 USC 1514, importers have 180 days after date of liquidation to 

file a protest contesting duty payments. After the protest window closes, an entry is considered “final.” 

The order is silent on entries that have been finalized and are outside the 180-day protest window; those 

entries may or may not be eligible for refunds. While entries outside the protest period should be outliers, 

as most entries subject to IEEPA duties are either unliquidated or liquidated but still in the protest period, 

those importers may consider filing an action in the CIT to protect their rights to potential refunds. 

During the appeal process, importers may wish to monitor liquidation dates and file protests prior to the 

protest window closing. 

Due to the expected ongoing litigation, it is unclear when refunds will be issued to importers. Several 

pieces of legislation have been introduced in Congress, including the Tariff Refund Act of 2026, which 

would set a deadline of 180 days for the Administration to process tariff refunds. However, such 

legislation is unlikely to be considered by Congress in the near-term. 

Certain issues surrounding the impending refunds remain, including corporate and litigation 

considerations: 

• Whether or not importers passed on the costs of tariffs to consumers, they may face consumer 

litigation asserting that refunds of the IEEPA tariffs are a windfall for importers at the expense of 

consumers. While these potential claims — in the form of state law unjust enrichment, deceptive 

practices, or price gouging claims — may not succeed in court, importers may wish to consider 

strategies for mitigating the risk of consumer litigation. 

• Parties negotiating purchase agreements in the mergers and acquisitions context may expressly 

address which party is entitled to any refunds of tariffs attributable to pre-closing periods (including 

any other possible refunds that may arise from new tariffs imposed based on other statutory authority, 

to the extent such tariffs are subsequently ruled invalid). 

Authors 

This GT Alert was prepared by: 

• Laura Siegel Rabinowitz | +1 212.801.9201 | rabinowitzl@gtlaw.com 

• Robert Mangas | +1 202.530.8507 | mangasr@gtlaw.com  

• Francis A. Citera | +1 312.456.8413 | citeraf@gtlaw.com  

• Henry Scherck˘ | Law Clerk/JD | New York 

˘ Not admitted to the practice of law. 

Abu Dhabi˹. Albany. Amsterdam. Aspen. Atlanta. Austin. Berlin¬. Boston. Charlotte. Chicago. Dallas. Delaware. Denver. 

Dubai‹. Fort Lauderdale. Houston.  Las Vegas. London*. Long Island. Los Angeles. Mexico City+. Miami. Milan». 

Minneapolis. Munich¬. New Jersey. New York. Northern Virginia. Orange County. Orlando. Philadelphia. Phoenix. 

Portland. Riyadh«. Sacramento. Salt Lake City. San Diego. San Francisco. São Paulo›. Seoul∞. Shanghai. Silicon Valley. 

Singapore⁼. Tallahassee. Tampa. Tel Aviv^. Tokyo¤. Warsaw~. Washington, D.C. West Palm Beach. Westchester County. 

This Greenberg Traurig Alert is issued for informational purposes only and is not intended to be construed or used as general legal 
advice nor as a solicitation of any type. Please contact the author(s) or your Greenberg Traurig contact if you have questions regarding 
the currency of this information. The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision. Before you decide, ask for written information about 
the lawyer's legal qualifications and experience. Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/19/1505
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/19/1514
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/r/rabinowitz-laura-siegel
mailto:rabinowitzl@gtlaw.com
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/m/mangas-robert
https://www.gtlaw.com/en/professionals/c/citera-francis-a
mailto:citeraf@gtlaw.com


 
 
 

© 2026 Greenberg Traurig, LLP  www.gtlaw.com | 3 

Greenberg Traurig, P.A. ˹Greenberg Traurig’s Abu Dhabi office is a branch of Greenberg Traurig, P.A., which is registered with the 
Abu Dhabi Global Market Registration Authority (Registration No. 29906) and licensed to carry out legal services and regulated as a 
DNFBP by the ADGM Financial Services Regulatory Authority. ¬Greenberg Traurig's Berlin and Munich offices are operated by 
Greenberg Traurig Germany, LLP, an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ‹Greenberg Traurig’s Dubai 
office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Limited, a company registered in the Dubai International Financial Centre (Registration No. 
CL7238), regulated as a DNFBP by the Dubai Financial Services Authority and licensed by The Government of Dubai Legal Affairs 
Department.  *Operates as a separate UK registered legal entity. +Greenberg Traurig's Mexico City office is operated by Greenberg 
Traurig, S.C., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. »Greenberg Traurig’s Milan office is operated by 
Greenberg Traurig Studio Legal Associato, an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. «Greenberg Traurig 
operates in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia through Greenberg Traurig Khalid Al-Thebity Law Firm, a professional limited liability 
company, licensed to practice law by the Ministry of Justice. ›Greenberg Traurig’s São Paulo office is operated by Greenberg Traurig 
Brazil Consultores em Direito Estrangeiro – Direito Estadunidense, incorporated in Brazil as a foreign legal consulting firm. Attorneys 
in the São Paulo office do not practice Brazilian law. ∞Operates as Greenberg Traurig LLP Foreign Legal Consultant Office. 

⁼Greenberg Traurig’s Singapore office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Singapore LLP which is licensed as a foreign law practice in 
Singapore. ^Greenberg Traurig's Tel Aviv office is a branch of Greenberg Traurig, P.A., Florida, USA. ¤Greenberg Traurig’s Tokyo 
Office is operated by GT Tokyo Horitsu Jimusho and Greenberg Traurig Gaikokuhojimubengoshi Jimusho, affiliates of Greenberg 
Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ~Greenberg Traurig's Warsaw office is operated by GREENBERG TRAURIG Nowakowska-
Zimoch Wysokiński sp.k., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Certain partners in GREENBERG 
TRAURIG Nowakowska-Zimoch Wysokiński sp.k. are also shareholders in Greenberg Traurig, P.A. Images in this advertisement do 
not depict Greenberg Traurig attorneys, clients, staff or facilities. No aspect of this advertisement has been approved by the Supreme 
Court of New Jersey. ©2026 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. All rights reserved. 


