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President Obama Signs Ukraine and Russia-Related 
Sanctions Legislation 
Further to our previous Alert summarizing the Ukraine Freedom Support Act of 2014 (UFSA) passed by 
the U.S. Congress, President Obama signed into law the UFSA on Dec. 18, 2014. The UFSA authorizes the 
president to impose additional sanctions against the Russian energy and defense sectors and financial 
institutions, but does not mandate specific sanctions. In a press release issued by the White House 
yesterday, President Obama stated that the administration does not intend to impose sanctions under 
the UFSA, but indicated that the law does give the administration additional authorities that could be 
used, if circumstances warranted. The president further stated that the United States intends to continue 
to coordinate its sanctions strategy with the European Union and that it is prepared to roll back sanctions 
if Russia implements the Minsk ceasefire agreement and reaches a lasting and comprehensive resolution 
to the conflict in Ukraine.  

Based in Washington, D.C., our Export Controls team advises and represents clients on the full range of 
international goods, software and technology transfer issues. We have broad experience providing 
export controls and related regulatory counsel to both U.S. and foreign businesses. Our industry-specific 
experience includes assisting companies in a wide range of industries such as aerospace, defense, 
firearms and ammunition, electronics, software and information technology, food, consumer products, 
biotechnology, medical device, and engineering services. 
 

This GT Alert was prepared by Kara M. Bombach, Julia P. Sorrentino, and Sandra K. Jorgensen≠. 
Questions about this information can be directed to: 

> Kara M. Bombach | +1 202.533.2334| bombachk@gtlaw.com   

> Michael X. Marinelli | +1 512.320.7236 | marinellimx@gtlaw.com   

> Renee A. Latour‡ | +1 202.533.2358 | latourr@gtlaw.com  
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> Julia P. Sorrentino | +1 202.533.2376 | sorrentinoj@gtlaw.com   

> Cyril T. Brennan | +1 202.533.2342 | brennanct@gtlaw.com    

> Sandra D. Gonzalez | +1 512.320.7234 | gonzalezsd@gtlaw.com   

> Sandra K. Jorgensen≠ | +1 202.530.8569 | jorgensens@gtlaw.com  
 

≠Admitted in New York, and not admitted in the District of Columbia.  
‡Admitted to practice only in Virginia. Practice in the District of Columbia limited to matters and proceedings before federal 
courts and agencies. 
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