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U.S. and EU Achieve Framework for Deal in Iran Nuclear 
Talks 
On April 2, 2015, the five permanent members of the UN Security Council (China, France, Russia, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States) plus Germany, the European Union, and Iran came to agreement 
on a framework for achieving a deal regarding Iran’s nuclear program. This framework forms the 
foundation for the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) that is expected to be finalized by the end 
of June.  

Under the framework, Iran will receive limited and conditional sanctions relief if it abides by its nuclear-
related commitments. Specifically, U.S. and EU nuclear-related sanctions will be suspended once the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has verified that Iran has complied with all of its initial 
nuclear-related obligations.  

If at any time Iran fails to fulfill its ongoing commitments under the JCPOA, the U.S. and EU nuclear-
related sanctions will be reinstated. Importantly, significant U.S. sanctions against Iran relating to 
terrorism, human rights abuses, and ballistic missiles are expected to remain in place. The full extent of 
U.S. and EU sanctions relief extended to Iran will remain unclear until the finalization of the JCPOA later 
this year. 

Additionally, all nuclear-related UN Security Council resolutions against Iran will be lifted upon 
confirmation of Iran’s compliance. However, a new UN Security Council resolution will be established 
that addresses, in part, nuclear-related transfers of sensitive technologies and activities, and restrictions 
on conventional arms and ballistic missiles. 

The key parameters for the framework of the JCPOA are available here.  

 

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2015/04/240170.htm
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Recognize the Limitations of Permissible Iran Activities 

U.S. businesses and individuals interested in pursuing opportunities in Iran should continue to exercise 
extreme caution and carefully review U.S. and EU sanctions and export controls rules and regulations to 
determine whether proposed Iran-related activities are permissible. It is important to remember that 
while the framework agreed to on April 2, 2015, does anticipate an easing of certain sanctions against 
Iran, significant sanctions and export controls will likely remain in place for the foreseeable future.  Until 
the framework is fully adopted by all parties, existing sanctions against Iran remain in effect.  It is 
expected that some domestic pressures not only in the United States, but also in Iran and other 
negotiating countries, may impact the nature of the final implementation of the JCPOA.  For example, it is 
anticipated that Members of Congress   are expected to propose legislation that would require the 
President to obtain Congressional approval for the deal before any sanctions are lifted. 
 

Based in Washington, D.C., our Export Controls team advises and represents clients on the full range of 
international goods, software and technology transfer issues. We have broad experience providing 
export controls and related regulatory counsel to both U.S. and foreign businesses. Our industry-specific 
experience includes assisting companies in a wide range of industries such as aerospace, defense, 
firearms and ammunition, electronics, software and information technology, financial services, food, 
consumer products, biotechnology, medical device, and engineering services. 

 
This GT Alert was prepared by Renee A. Latour‡, Cyril T. Brennan and Julia P. Sorrentino. Questions 
about this information can be directed to: 

> Kara M. Bombach | +1 202.533.2334| bombachk@gtlaw.com  

> Michael X. Marinelli | +1 512.320.7236 | marinellimx@gtlaw.com  

> Renee A. Latour | +1 202.533.2358 | latourr@gtlaw.com  

> Julia Sorrentino | +1 202.533.2376 | sorrentinoj@gtlaw.com  

> Cyril T. Brennan | +1 202.533.2342 | brennanct@gtlaw.com 

> Sandra D. Gonzalez | +1 512.320.7234 | gonzalezsd@gtlaw.com  

> Sandra K. Jorgensen‡ | +1 202.331.3100 | jorgensens@gtlaw.com  

> Or your Greenberg Traurig attorney 

 
 
≠Admitted in New York, and not admitted in the District of Columbia.  
‡Admitted to practice only in Virginia. Practice in the District of Columbia limited to matters and proceedings before federal 
courts and agencies.  

http://www.gtlaw.com/Experience/Practices/Export-Controls
http://www.gtlaw.com/People/Kara-M-Bombach
mailto:bombachk@gtlaw.com
http://www.gtlaw.com/People/MarinelliMichaelX
mailto:marinellimx@gtlaw.com
http://www.gtlaw.com/People/Renee-A-Latour
mailto:latourr@gtlaw.com
http://www.gtlaw.com/People/SorrentinoJulia
mailto:sorrentinoj@gtlaw.com
http://www.gtlaw.com/People/BrennanCyril
mailto:brennanct@gtlaw.com
http://www.gtlaw.com/People/GonzalezSandraD
mailto:gonzalezsd@gtlaw.com
http://www.gtlaw.com/People/Sandra-K-Jorgensen
mailto:jorgensens@gtlaw.com
http://www.gtlaw.com/


 

GREENBERG TRAURIG, LLP | ATTORNEYS AT LAW | WWW.GTLAW.COM 3 
 

Export Controls | April 2015 

This Greenberg Traurig Alert is issued for informational purposes only and is not intended to be construed or used as general legal 
advice nor as a solicitation of any type. Please contact the author(s) or your Greenberg Traurig contact if you have questions 
 regarding the currency of this information. The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision. Before you decide, ask for written 
information about the lawyer’s legal qualifications and experience. Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP and Greenberg Traurig, P.A. *Operates as Greenberg Traurig Maher LLP. **Greenberg Traurig is not 
responsible for any legal or other services rendered by attorneys employed by the strategic alliance firms. +Greenberg Traurig’s 
Mexico City office is operated by Greenberg Traurig, S.C., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. 
∞Operates as Greenberg Traurig LLP Foreign Legal Consultant Office. ^Greenberg Traurig's Tel Aviv office is a branch of 
Greenberg Traurig, P.A., Florida, USA. ¤Greenberg Traurig Tokyo Law Offices are operated by Greenberg Traurig Horitsu Jimusho, 
an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ~Greenberg Traurig’s Warsaw office is operated by Greenberg 
Traurig Grzesiak sp.k., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Certain partners in Greenberg Traurig 
Grzesiak sp.k. are also shareholders in Greenberg Traurig, P.A. Images in this advertisement do not depict Greenberg Traurig 
attorneys, clients, staff or facilities. No aspect of this advertisement has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey. 
©2015 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. All rights reserved. 
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