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State and Local Tax Briefing: 2015 California State 
Assessed Property Tax Roll Released 
The California State Board of Equalization (BOE) is responsible for assessing property tax on property 
owned or used by telephone companies, companies selling or transmitting gas or electricity, and other 
specified companies operating in California. These companies are often referred to as “State Assessee.” 

On June 20, 2015, the BOE finalized their State Assessee tax roll. For the first time ever, the value of the 
taxable property on the roll exceeds $100 billion. 

State Assessees that disagree with their assessment may request a review of: (1) the value of its unitary 
and/or nonunitary property and any related penalty assessments; (2) the allocation of the unit value of 
its unitary property among counties; and (3) the results of a BOE audit resulting in escape assessments. 

Generally speaking, the appeals process is the same for both unitary and nonunitary properties. The basic 
steps in the appeal are as follows: 

1. File a petition for reassessment, a petition for reassessment and claim for refund, a petition for 
correction of an allocated assessment, or a petition for penalty abatement with the BOE. 

2. Submit the matter for hearing by the BOE. The first level of appeal is to the five-member elected 
board of the BOE, which sits as the administrative appeals body for state assessments. 

3. File a claim for refund with the county, if not previously filed with the BOE (taxes must be paid to 
county or counties). 

4. File an action in superior court (if claim for refund is denied). 

http://www.boe.ca.gov/proptaxes/pdf/PropValues2015.pdf
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July 20 is the last day to file a petition for unitary value reassessment and/or a petition for correction of 
allocated assessment. The deadline for nonunitary appeals is Sept. 20. Escape assessments must always 
be petitioned within 50 days of the date of the mailing of the notice of value. 

This GT Alert was prepared by Bradley R. Marsh.  

Greenberg Traurig’s State and Local Tax Group represents property owners pursuing state and local tax 
appeals in California and other states. Please contact a member of our group if you would like assistance 
with your annual assessment or have questions about this process. 

 Bradley R. Marsh | +1 1 415.655.1252  | marshb@gtlaw.com 

 Marvin A. Kirsner | +1 561.955.7630 | kirsnermn@gtlaw.com 

 Norman H. Lane | +1 310.586.6539 | lanem@gtlaw.com 

 Charles A. Simmons | +1 813.318.5700 | simmonsc@gtlaw.com 

 Or your Greenberg Traurig attorney 
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Tax Advice Disclosure: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS under Circular 230, we inform you that any U.S. federal tax 
advice contained in this communication (including any attachments), unless otherwise specifically stated, was not intended or written to be used, 
and cannot be used, for the purpose of (1) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (2) promoting, marketing or recommending to 
another party any matters addressed herein. 
 
This Greenberg Traurig Alert is issued for informational purposes only and is not intended to be construed or used as general legal advice nor as a 
solicitation of any type. Please contact the author(s) or your Greenberg Traurig contact if you have questions regarding the currency of this 
information. The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision. Before you decide, ask for written information about the lawyer’s legal qualifications 
and experience. Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and Greenberg Traurig, P.A. *Operates as 
Greenberg Traurig Maher LLP. **Greenberg Traurig is not responsible for any legal or other services rendered by attorneys employed by the 
strategic alliance firms. +Greenberg Traurig’s Mexico City office is operated by Greenberg Traurig, S.C., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ∞Operates as Greenberg Traurig LLP Foreign Legal Consultant Office. ^Greenberg Traurig's Tel Aviv office is a branch of 
Greenberg Traurig, P.A., Florida, USA. ¤Greenberg Traurig Tokyo Law Offices are operated by GT Tokyo Horitsu Jimusho, an affiliate of Greenberg 
Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ~Greenberg Traurig’s Warsaw office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Grzesiak sp.k., an affiliate of 
Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Certain partners in Greenberg Traurig Grzesiak sp.k. are also shareholders in Greenberg 
Traurig, P.A. Images in this advertisement do not depict Greenberg Traurig attorneys, clients, staff or facilities. No aspect of this advertisement 
has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey. ©2015 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. All rights reserved. 
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