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U.S. and Cuba to Re-establish Diplomatic Relations 

 
Further to President Obama’s initial announcement in December 2014 of planned restoration of diplomatic ties on 
July 1, 2015, President Obama and Secretary of State John Kerry announced that the United States will restore 
formal diplomatic relations with Cuba and specifically that embassies will be re-established in Washington and 
Havana after more than 50 years. Uncertainty remains about the Congressional authorizations that will likely be 
required to fund refurbishing and reopening the embassy in Havana, as well as any appointment of a U.S. 
ambassador to Cuba. 

The move reflects a significant change in U.S.-Cuba relations, but is unlikely to result in any immediate, significant 
easing of the U.S. sanctions and exports controls now imposed on Cuba. Most of the U.S. sanctions and export 
controls against Cuba are mandated by a statutory embargo and various related statutes that Congress has so far 
declined to lift or amend. As a result, most Cuba-related transactions remain prohibited under U.S. law at this time. 

Based in Washington, D.C., our Export Controls team advises and represents clients on the full range of 
international goods, software and technology transfer issues. We have broad experience providing export controls 
and related regulatory counsel to both U.S. and foreign businesses. Our industry-specific experience includes 
assisting companies in a wide range of industries such as aerospace, defense, firearms and ammunition, electronics, 
software and information technology, financial services, food, consumer products, biotechnology, medical device, 
and engineering services.  

This GT Alert was prepared by Kara M. Bombach, Renee A. Latour‡, and Sandra K. Jorgensen. Questions about this 
information can be directed to: 

 Kara M. Bombach | +1 202.533.2334| bombachk@gtlaw.com  

http://www.gtlaw.com/Experience/Practices/Export-Controls
http://www.gtlaw.com/People/Kara-M-Bombach
mailto:bombachk@gtlaw.com
http://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=/G1GTPto3VVLC30eSRpSUrtJmQkbeeM+&rh=ff002029671e2f4f9bbe64e7294b80755d11019d


2 
 

 Michael X. Marinelli | +1 512.320.7236 | marinellimx@gtlaw.com  

 Renee A. Latour‡ | +1 202.533.2358 | latourr@gtlaw.com  

 Patricia Menéndez-Cambó | +1 305.579.0766 | pmc@gtlaw.com  

 Carl A. Fornaris | +1 305.579.0626 | fornarisc@gtlaw.com  

 Yosbel A. Ibarra | +1 305.579.0706 | ibarray@gtlaw.com  

 Julia P. Sorrentino | +1 202.533.2376 | sorrentinoj@gtlaw.com  

 Cyril T. Brennan | +1 202.533.2342 | brennanct@gtlaw.com  

 Sandra D. Gonzalez | +1 512.320.7234 | gonzalezsd@gtlaw.com  

 Sandra K. Jorgensen | +1 202.530.8569 | jorgensens@gtlaw.com 

 

‡Admitted to practice only in Virginia. Practice in the District of Columbia limited to matters and proceedings before federal courts and 

agencies. 
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This Greenberg Traurig Client Advisory is issued for informational purposes only and is not intended to be construed or used as general 
legal advice nor as a solicitation of any type. Please contact the author(s) or your Greenberg Traurig contact if you have questions 
regarding the currency of this information. The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision. Before you decide, ask for written 
information about the lawyer's legal qualifications and experience. Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg 
Traurig, LLP and Greenberg Traurig, P.A. *Operates as Greenberg Traurig Maher LLP. **Greenberg Traurig is not responsible for any 
legal or other services rendered by attorneys employed by the strategic alliance firms. +Greenberg Traurig's Mexico City office is 
operated by Greenberg Traurig, S.C., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ∞Operates as Greenberg 
Traurig LLP Foreign Legal Consultant Office. ^Greenberg Traurig's Tel Aviv office is a branch of Greenberg Traurig, P.A., Florida, USA. 
¤Greenberg Traurig Tokyo Law Offices are operated by GT Tokyo Horitsu Jimusho, an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ~Greenberg Traurig's Warsaw office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Grzesiak sp.k., an affiliate of Greenberg 
Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Certain partners in Greenberg Traurig Grzesiak sp.k. are also shareholders in Greenberg 
Traurig, P.A. Images in this advertisement do not depict Greenberg Traurig attorneys, clients, staff or facilities. No aspect of this 
advertisement has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey. ©2015 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. All rights reserved. 

 

    
 


