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U.S. and Cuba to Re-establish Diplomatic Relations

Further to President Obama’s initial announcement in December 2014 of planned restoration of diplomatic ties on
July 1, 2015, President Obama and Secretary of State John Kerry announced that the United States will restore
formal diplomatic relations with Cuba and specifically that embassies will be re-established in Washington and
Havana after more than 50 years. Uncertainty remains about the Congressional authorizations that will likely be
required to fund refurbishing and reopening the embassy in Havana, as well as any appointment of a U.S.
ambassador to Cuba.

The move reflects a significant change in U.S.-Cuba relations, but is unlikely to result in any immediate, significant
easing of the U.S. sanctions and exports controls now imposed on Cuba. Most of the U.S. sanctions and export
controls against Cuba are mandated by a statutory embargo and various related statutes that Congress has so far
declined to lift or amend. As a result, most Cuba-related transactions remain prohibited under U.S. law at this time.

Based in Washington, D.C., our Export Controls team advises and represents clients on the full range of
international goods, software and technology transfer issues. We have broad experience providing export controls
and related regulatory counsel to both U.S. and foreign businesses. Our industry-specific experience includes
assisting companies in a wide range of industries such as aerospace, defense, firearms and ammunition, electronics,
software and information technology, financial services, food, consumer products, biotechnology, medical device,
and engineering services.
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