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U.S. Extends Authorization for Transactions with Sanctioned Belarusian
Entities

On April 29, 2016, the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) issued General License
No. 2A extending its previous Oct. 29, 2015, Belarus-related general authorization (General License 2) to engage in
transactions with all sanctioned Belarusian entities. The previous General License 2 expired April 29, 2016.

OFAC General License 2A continues the authorization of U.S. persons to engage in all previously prohibited transactions
with OFAC- listed Belarusian entities and any entities that are at least 50 percent owned by the listed entities. General
License 2A fully supersedes the previous General License (General License 2) and maintains the earlier General License’s
reporting obligation, which requires U.S. persons engaging in transactions with those particular entities to notify OFAC of
the now licensed transactions. The extended General License is described below and is available here.

Because General License 2A, like General License 2 before it, covers all the Belarusian entities previously subject to
sanctions, the General License authorizes all previously prohibited transactions with these entities for another six months
(subject to renewal). Under the General License, no advance approvals are required, but U.S. persons utilizing the General
License must provide post-transaction reports to OFAC. Additionally, the prohibitions with respect to certain individuals
sanctioned under the Belarus sanctions continue in place.

Background on the Extended Belarus General License

Since 2006, OFAC has maintained targeted sanctions prohibiting U.S. persons from engaging in transactions with various
entities and individuals in Belarus, and blocked the property of those entities and individuals pursuant to Presidential
Executive Order 13405. Belarus-related General License No. 2 and now its extension, General License 2A, lifted the
prohibition and blocking order with respect to the targeted entities specifically named in the General License and/or any


https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20160429.aspx
http://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=/G1GTPto3VVLC30eSRpSUrtJmQkbeeM+&rh=ff002029671e2f4f9bbe64e7294b80755d11019d

entities that are 50 percent or more owned by one or more of the entities identified in the General License. Accordingly,
transactions with the listed entities and any entities wholly or partially owned by them are authorized until Oct. 31, 2016,
subject to renewal. The General License 2A covers all the Belarusian entities previously subject to OFAC sanctions, but
General License 2A does not unblock any property that was blocked prior to Oct. 30, 2015.

Importantly, the General License includes a reporting requirement. A U.S. person who engages in transactions involving
the entities named in the General License, including entities owned 50 percent or more by a named entity or entities, is
subject to a reporting requirement. The reporting provision requires that a U.S. person who engages in a transaction
involving the authorized entities that exceeds $10,000 (or a series of transactions exceeding that amount) must file post-
transaction a report with the U.S. Department of State. The required report must include information on the estimated or
actual dollar amount of the transaction, the parties involved, the type and scope of activities conducted, and the dates or
duration of the activities. Transactions with Belarusian entities that are not subject to sanctions are not subject to this
reporting requirement.

Read about this and archived Export Controls Alerts on gtlaw.com.

Based in Washington, D.C. and Amsterdam our Export Controls team advises and represents clients on the full range of
international goods, software and technology transfer issues. We have broad experience providing export controls and
related regulatory counsel to both U.S. and foreign businesses. Our industry-specific experience includes assisting
companies in a wide range of industries such as aerospace, defense, firearms and ammunition, electronics, software and
information technology, financial services, energy, food, consumer products, biotechnology, medical device and
engineering services.
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