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Governor Announces Special Session of Nevada Legislature 
 
 
On Wednesday, Sept. 21, 2016, Governor Brian Sandoval issued a statement announcing he intends to call a Special 
Session of the Nevada Legislature to review and vote on a number of measures recommended by the Southern Nevada 
Tourism Infrastructure Committee. The statement issued by the Governor said a special session would be called no earlier 
than Friday, Oct. 7, 2016, and no later than Thursday, Oct. 13, 2016, allowing time for both the Washoe County and the 
Clark County Board of Commissioners to appoint and fill a total of five (5) vacant seats within the Senate and Assembly.  
 
The recommended measures include an increase in the transient lodging tax to fund an expansion and renovation of the 
Las Vegas Convention Center, the creation of a special tax district and a local sales and use tax increase within the 
proposed district to fund additional Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department officers, and an increase the transient 
lodging tax within the district to partially fund a 65,000 seat, NFL grade, domed stadium project, intended to house the 
Raider franchise.  
 
Funding for the expansion and renovation of the public convention center is proposed to be derived from an increase to 
the transient lodging tax of 0.5 percent in Clark County. A cap of $25 million will be implemented on the total annual Las 
Vegas Convention and Visitor Authority collection allowance local entities may receive, with any amount greater than that 
diverted to the expansion and renovation project.1 
 
Clark County welcomed 42 million visitors in 2015, a number that will likely continue to grow as the state and county 
continues to diversify its tourism industry. With this increase in visitors, the need for public safety is prevalent. While 
funding for more police officers has been approved by the Nevada Legislature before, many take the position that it has 
fallen short of the demand for more officers. The proposed increase to the sales and use tax rate in Clark County is 0.1 

                                                 
1
http://sntic.org/meeting/15/Convention/convention%20center/SNTIC%20Convention%20Expansion%20and%20Renovation%20Recommen

dation%207%2012%2016%20APPROVED.pdf 
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percent. This increase is incremental and the first portion of the increase would be used to fund the Las Vegas 
Metropolitan Police Department, with the remaining incremental revenue distributed between local police agencies, 
based on population.2 The proposal also seeks removal of the sunset provision of the Clark County Sales and Use Tax, 
which is currently set for 2025.3  
 
While funding of the convention center projects and the addition of police officers are not widely contested amongst 
Southern Nevada law makers, the stadium funding model has given pause to many. In the model’s current form, $650 
million would be borne by private investors, $500 million of the total $1.9 billion estimated cost to construct the stadium 
would come from the NFL/Oakland Raiders, and $750 million would be generated from public funds.4 The public funds 
would be derived from the increase in the transient lodging tax, with an increase of 0.88 percent in the primary gaming 
corridor, to include the Las Vegas Strip and Downtown Las Vegas. In addition to this increase, a 0.5 percent increase in the 
transient lodging tax within the proposed stadium district, but outside of the primary gaming corridor is proposed.5 
 
What is not clear is exactly what the boundaries are for the proposed stadium district and what other forms of tax 
revenue collected within the district will be diverted into the stadium project. Taxes such as the Live Entertainment Tax 
and Sales and Use Tax have been suggested, along with the transient lodging tax; however, at this time no other taxes 
have been specified through the proposed legislation. With many questions still left unanswered, and a seemingly 
ambiguously drafted funding model, the legislature and public alike are seeking clarity before going all in on these 
unprecedented figures.  
 
Greenberg Traurig will continue to monitor these events and will provide updates as appropriate. 
 
This GT Alert was prepared by Kerrie Kramer˘ and Jonathan P. Leleu. Questions about this information can be 
directed to:  

> Kerrie Kramer˘ | +1 702.938.6917 | kramerk@gtlaw.com  
> Jonathan P. Leleu | +1 702.599.8070 | leleuj@gtlaw.com  
> Any member of Greenberg Traurig’s State and Local Tax Team: 
> Andrew W. Bodeau | +1 310.586.7757 | bodeaua@contract.gtlaw.com  
> Lawrence H. Brenman | +1 312.456.8437 | brenmanl@gtlaw.com  
> Burt Bruton | +1 305.579.0593 | brutonb@gtlaw.com  
> C. Stephen Davis | +1 949.732.6527 | daviscs@gtlaw.com  
> Alan T. Dimond | +1 305.579.0770 | dimonda@gtlaw.com  
> G. Michelle Ferreira | +1 415.655.1305 | ferreiram@gtlaw.com  
> Scott E. Fink | +1 212.801.6955 | finks@gtlaw.com  
> Colin W. Fraser | +1 949.732.6663 | frasercw@gtlaw.com  
> William H. Gorrod | +1 415.655.1313 | gorrodw@gtlaw.com  
> Courtney A. Hopley | +1 415.655.1314 | hopleyc@gtlaw.com  
> Barbara T. Kaplan | +1 212.801.9250 | kaplanb@gtlaw.com  
> Marvin A. Kirsner | +1 561.955.7630 | kirsnerm@gtlaw.com  
> Norman H. Lane | +1 310.586.6539 | lanen@gtlaw.com  
> Ivy J. Lapides | +1 212.801.9208 | lapidesi@gtlaw.com  
> Jonathan I. Lessner | +1 302.661.7363 | lessnerj@gtlaw.com  
> Bradley R. Marsh | +1 415.655.1252 | marshb@gtlaw.com  
> Joel D. Maser | +1 954.765.0500 | maserj@gtlaw.com  
> Nick McGrath | +1 303.685.7412 | mcgrathn@gtlaw.com  
> Richard J. Melnick | +1 703.903.7505 | melnickr@gtlaw.com  
> Marc J. Musyl | +1 303.572.6585 | musylm@gtlaw.com  
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> Glenn Newman |+1 212.801.3190 | newmang@gtlaw.com  
> Neil Oberfeld | +1 303.685.7414 | oberfeldn@gtlaw.com  
> Cris K. O’Neall | +1 949.732.6610 | oneallc@gtlaw.com  
> James P. Redding |+1 617.310.6061 | reddingj@gtlaw.com   
> Benjamin L. Reiss | +1 305.579.0547 | reissb@gtlaw.com  
> Sarah Niemiec Seedig | +1 303.685.7402 | seedigs@gtlaw.com  
> Thomas L. Sheehy˘ | +1 916.442.1111 | sheehyt@gtlaw.com  
> Charles A. Simmons | +1 813.318.5747 | simmonsc@gtlaw.com  
> Labry Welty  | +1 214.665.3638 | weltyl@gtlaw.com  
> Or your Greenberg Traurig attorney 

˘ Not admitted to the practice of law. 
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This Greenberg Traurig Alert is issued for informational purposes only and is not intended to be construed or used as general  legal 
advice nor as a solicitation of any type. Please contact the author(s) or your Greenberg Traurig contact if you have questions regarding 
the currency of this information. The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision. Before you decide, ask for written information about 
the lawyer's legal qualifications and experience. Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and 
Greenberg Traurig, P.A. ¬Greenberg Traurig’s Berlin office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Germany, an affiliate of Greenberg 
Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ¯ Berlin - GT Restructuring is operated by Köhler-Ma Geiser Partnerschaft Rechtsanwälte, 
Insolvenzverwalter. *Operates as Greenberg Traurig Maher LLP. **Greenberg Traurig is not responsible for any legal or other services 
rendered by attorneys employed by the strategic alliance firms. +Greenberg Traurig's Mexico City office is operated by Greenberg 
Traurig, S.C., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ∞Operates as Greenberg Traurig LLP Foreign Legal 
Consultant Office. ^Greenberg Traurig's Tel Aviv office is a branch of Greenberg Traurig, P.A., Florida, USA. ¤Greenberg Traurig Tokyo 
Law Offices are operated by GT Tokyo Horitsu Jimusho, an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ~Greenberg 
Traurig's Warsaw office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Grzesiak sp.k., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, 
LLP. Certain partners in Greenberg Traurig Grzesiak sp.k. are also shareholders in Greenberg Traurig, P.A. Images in this advertisement 
do not depict Greenberg Traurig attorneys, clients, staff or facilities. No aspect of this advertisement has been approved by the 
Supreme Court of New Jersey. ©2016 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. All rights reserved. 

 

    
 


