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New Emergency Rule in Florida Requires Responsible Parties to Quickly 
Notify Public of Pollution Spills 
 
 
On Sept. 26, 2016, Governor Scott ordered the Florida Department of Environmental Protection to immediately issue an 
emergency rule requiring immediate notification of pollution spills to the general public, FDEP, and local governments. 
FDEP provides a copy of the Governor’s order and related materials on its website.  
 
During an investigation of two recent pollution spills that had the potential to impact drinking water, the Governor 
concluded that the public should be immediately notified by responsible parties when pollution incidents occur.  This is 
not required under current law.   

 
Under the new emergency rule, the owner or operator of any facility must now report any pollution spill within 24 hours 
of the incident to FDEP, local governments, and the public through the media.  The notification form is provided on the 
FDEP’s website.  This includes businesses and local governments responsible for the release of any pollution into the 
water or air.   

 
Additionally, within 24 hours of becoming aware that a pollution spill has travelled off-site, responsible parties must also 
report the incident to adjacent and/or nearby properties, the FDEP, and local governments. 

 
Responsible parties have additional notification obligations under the emergency rule.  Any potential risks to public 
health, safety, or welfare associated with the pollution spill must also be reported to FDEP, local governments, and the 
general public within 48 hours. 
 
 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/pollutionnotice/
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/pollutionnotice/
http://emailcc.com/collect/click.aspx?u=/G1GTPto3VVLC30eSRpSUrtJmQkbeeM+&rh=ff002029671e2f4f9bbe64e7294b80755d11019d
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Governor Scott is expected to propose legislation during the next legislation session to codify this new public notification 
rule and to assess penalties for any violations of the new public notice requirements. 
 
This GT Alert was prepared by Maribel N. Nicholson-Choice. Questions about this information can be directed to:  

> Maribel N. Nicholson-Choice| +1 850.425.8506 | nicholson-choicem@gtlaw.com  
> Or your Greenberg Traurig Attorney 
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This Greenberg Traurig Alert is issued for informational purposes only and is not intended to be construed or used as general legal advice nor as a 
solicitation of any type. Please contact the author(s) or your Greenberg Traurig contact if you have questions regarding the currency of this 
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office is operated by Greenberg Traurig Germany, an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ¯ Berlin - GT Restructuring is 
operated by Köhler-Ma Geiser Partnerschaft Rechtsanwälte, Insolvenzverwalter. *Operates as Greenberg Traurig Maher LLP. **Greenberg Traurig is 
not responsible for any legal or other services rendered by attorneys employed by the strategic alliance firms. +Greenberg Traurig's Mexico City office 
is operated by Greenberg Traurig, S.C., an affiliate of Greenberg Traurig, P.A. and Greenberg Traurig, LLP. ∞Operates as Greenberg Traurig LLP 
Foreign Legal Consultant Office. ^Greenberg Traurig's Tel Aviv office is a branch of Greenberg Traurig, P.A., Florida, USA. ¤Greenberg Traurig Tokyo 
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